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ildfires ane an sssential
coampaneni of the natural
ecogystem, bul alsd & source
of greatl denger and destructian
to human life and property, With extensive
urtsanization of wild fands, these fires oHan
involve desiruction of suburban homes
located in the urban-wild land interface, a
zone of transitlon betwean developed areas
and undeveloped wilderness. Such fires
pragsanl unique challenges and obslacles
il must be addressed through praciical,
proaciive, communlty-based solulions.

Sustainable Resowrce Development hosted
an open house in Bragg Creek on Juns 12,
2007, to provide residents with information
on forest management challenges and
actons in their area. The event included
remarkable dispteys and offered aducative
handouts. Exparts were on-hand to discess

seviral forgst management issues, including

mouniain ping bestle, FireSmar. lores! and
uge planning, forgst regengration, horest
hydralogy, forast ecology and wildlife.

The open Rouse emphasized that the aging
forests in ihe Bragg Cresk regicn Taca
ingreased rigk of Infestation by maunldin
pine beelle, & small insect gbaut the

size of a graln of rice, that destroy the

host ping trees. Subsaguently, dry, dead
timger inlansihes the fhreal of catastrophic
wildfire The mestape deliverad 1o aver 80
parkcipants was that ine need for affective
forest management plannang is =ssenhial,

by Jim Pandergast,
Fire Pravantion Officer

and thase chailenges can be met while
ensuring protection of other fores! values
and habitai.

Rocky View Fire Senices have responded
by astablishing a FireSman Commiiies in
the Bragp Creek area. Membars includa

a raprasaniative of Alberia Sustainabla
Resource Development, the Division 1
Councillar, four members al lasge, and
glafl from the Communily Services and
Agricultural Services departmants. Tha
FireSmart Committes will guids tha
commanity zone planning pfocess, plan
effeclive amegency response, and provide
public education addressing wildfire threat
and individual accouniability.

W Bragg Creak fonests face infestalion by the
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the CoemwmunicaTor

The lormation of the Bragg Creek FiraSmart
Commilies is an excelient firsl step towards
thie dayabopmant of an aMective, proactive
commiunity, The campaign will thrive on the
contributions of homeowners, municipal
planners and authorities, developsrs, and
fire personnel to name a few,

Mow is the time to reduce the threat of
wildfire to your homes and commanities.
Taka the initiative to laarn about your role
in the prevéntion of wildfires, and look Rar
opportunites 0 become Ivalved in your
COMAMURIGY.

The Bragg Creek FreSmart Committes is
currenlly looking for two more voluntesrs
o point the commitiss Board, For more
information aboul the FireSmar program,
wvolumtesr or public education oppartunities,
pleass contact Jim Pendergasi, Fire
Prevantion Officer, Rocky View Fire
Services, phone 230-1401, B
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For more information, please contact
the Emergency Services depariment, phona (403) 520-8151
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